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Routes to Freedom:
This map shows the routes 
that slaves traveled along the 
Underground Railroad. It was 
a long, dangerous journey from 
the Southern states to stops in 
the Northern states, where people 
risked their own safety to help 
runaway slaves. Slaves were 
not safe or free in the Northern 
states because of the Fugitive 
Slave Act of 1850, a federal law 
that required Northerners to return 
runaway slaves to their owners 
in the South. Some slaves fled to 
Mexico and the Caribbean Islands. 
The final destination of the 
Underground Railroad for many 
was Canada, which did not allow 
slavery anywhere in the country. 
There, the courageous people who 
survived the long journey were free 
to vote, own land, and start a new 
life in a free land.
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